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that the details of a treaty, likely to lead to war in the
Balkans and arranged under Russia's patronage, had been
so long withheld from France by her Ally, As he noted
at the time:
I did not conceal from him [Sazonov] that I could not
well explain to myself why these documents had not been
communicated to France by Russia, . . . The Treaty con-
tains the germ not only of a war against Turkey, but a war
against Austria. It establishes further the hegemony of
Russia over the Slav Kingdoms, because Russia is made
the arbiter in all questions. I observed to M. Sazonov that
this -convention did not correspond in any way to the
definition of it which had been given to me; that it is,
strictly speaking a convention for war, and that it not only
reveals mental reservations on the part of the Serbs and
Bulgarians, but that it is also to be feared lest their hopes
appear to be encouraged by Russia, and that the eventual
partition will prove a bait to their covetousness.141
Nothing better characterizes the Serbo-Bulgarian Treaty
than these words of the French Premier, unless it be what
he himself said a week after the outbreak of the Balkan
War:
It is certain that she [Russia] knew all about [the
Serbo-Bulgarian Treaty], and, far from protesting against
it she saw in this diplomatic document a means of assuring
her hegemony in the Balkans. She perceives today that it is
too late to wipe out the movement which she has called
forth, and, as I said to MM, Sazonov and Izvolski, she is
trying to put on the brakes, but it is she who started the
motor,142
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